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family there is certainly no one who is less of a courtier.
In fact he is terribly outspoken, and never hesitates to
speak to his sovereign with the fearless sincerity of a Diog-
enes. Of a truth, there is no end to the stories current,
illustrating his independence of character. Once, having
been commissioned by the grandfather of the present kaiser,
namely, old Emperor William, to paint a picture of his
coronation as King of Prussia, he reproduced with too
much exactitude, and too little flattery, the features of the
emperor's exceedingly vain and by no means youthful
consort, Empress Augusta. Her majesty insisted that he
should alter his portrait of her, and render it more attrac-
tive, but this Menzel absolutely refused to do, and the con-
sequence was that the empress on numerous occasions made
him feel the weight of her displeasure.
The old painter bided his time, and eventually got even
with her in a very characteristic fashion. Being entrusted
with the task of reproducing on canvas the scene of the
emperor's departure for the seat of war in 1870, he por-
trayed the Empress Augusta with her face entirely concealed
in her handkerchief, as if weeping, although she prided
herself on not having shed a single tear on that occasion.
Another time during the life of old Field Marshal Wran-
gel, a lady of the court, more famous for her vanity than her
beauty, complained to him that Menzel had done her scant
justice in a large picture representing some important event
of contemporary court history. Wrangel, who was famous
as a brow-beating bully of the good old Prussian type,—peo-
ple trembling at the mere sight of him,—promised to see
Menzel, and to make him change the portrait of the lady
to a more flattering likeness. Greatly to his surprise,
however, when he broached the subject to Menzel, he dis-
covered that the latter greatly resented such meddlesome-

